Total parenteral nutrition and cancer: from the beginning.
The early development of total parenteral nutrition and its evolution as an adjunct to the nutritional, metabolic, and antineoplastic therapy of cancer patients is described. Examples related to the sine wave of responses to new data and discovery are placed in context to understand better past, present, and how and where to proceed in the future to achieve optimal results from multimodal comprehensive management of patients with malignancies. Practical and philosophic thoughts are proffered to justify continued, intensified, logical, controlled clinical studies directed toward establishing the most rational, safe, and effective use of total parenteral nutrition in treating patients with cancer.